
Our solution:
IFAW is working with governments, customs officers, 
and rangers on ground to protect wildlife from illegal 
trade. We have trained rangers in Kenya, India and Russia 
to protect elephants, tigers, and other animals in their  
native habitats. We also have trained more than 1,000 
customs and wildlife law enforcement officers to identify 
smuggled animals and illegal wildlife products in 
shipments before they cross international borders. 
International collaboration in wildlife crime enforcement 
is critical to protecting species like tigers that are on the 
brink of extinction. IFAW has supported INTERPOL 
enforcement projects, including funding a Criminal 
Intelligence Officer for Wildlife since 2006.
IFAW’s consumer awareness campaigns discourage 
people from buying illegal wildlife products. IFAW 
advocates that governments 
invest resources in preventing 
international illegal trade, in 
ensuring their domestic markets 
are not fueling that trade, and 
in tackling new and emerging 
methods of illegal trade such as 
sales over the Internet.

Stopping Illegal  
Wildlife Trade
The problem:
Wild animals are being killed at an alarming rate for 
trinkets, potions, and unnecessary fashion. Elephants 
are being killed for their ivory. Thousands of tigers 
are imprisoned in tiny cages in China so that their 
bones can be ground for use in tonics, wines, and even 
shampoos, even though effective, humane alternatives 
exist. Endangered sea turtles are turned into hair 
combs. Exotic birds die after being smuggled in tiny 
mailing tubes. Lion and cheetah cubs taken from 
the wild diminish the chances wild populations will 
survive.
Illegal wildlife trade is pushing elephants, tigers, bears, 
and many other species to the brink of extinction and 
individual animals are suffering cruel confinements 
and inhumane deaths solely in the name of profit. 
Wildlife crime is a major global business and involves 
the same organized criminal elements as drugs and 
arms trafficking. This is not a ‘soft’ crime; it costs the 
lives of many dedicated rangers every year, in addition 
to the countless animals.

How you can help:
TAKE ACTION  Please don’t buy wildlife 
souvenirs. Especially avoid ivory, tortoise shell, reptile 
skins, and sea shells. 

DONATE  Donate to help IFAW stop illegal wildlife 
trade. To donate go to www.ifaw.org/donate or call us at 
1-800-932-4329

International Fund for Animal Welfare | 290 Summer Street | Yarmouth Port, MA 02675 | 800-932-4329

info@ifaw.org | www.ifaw.org
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FAST FACTS  Illegal wildlife trade is a 
massive, global business considered in the same league 
as illegal drugs and arms trafficking. IFAW has supported INTERPOL’s wildlife crime program 

since 2006.
 In 2010, Interpol arrested 25 individuals across six 
countries (China, India, Nepal, Russia, Thailand and 
Vietnam) and seized more than 100 lbs. of tiger bone – 
including skeletons and skulls. 
 IFAW has trained more than 1,000 customs and 
wildlife law enforcement officers in 14 countries. In 2009, IFAW wildlife training led to the rescue of 

more than 1,000 wild animals smuggled from Venezuela 
to Trinidad and Tobago.
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